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1. Name
 

"'I'o,tC Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site 12 (7NC-F-64) 

andlo' common 

2. Location
 

.,,", I numbe, Delavare Route 896	 _ no' fo, pubUC8uon 

clly.,own Glasgov	 ..Jl vlclnl'y Of 

"I'e Delavare	 code 10 coun'y Ne\ol Castle cocle 002 

3. Classification
 
Cat.gor)' Own.rlhip StaCus Pres.nC Us. 
_efilHic' _ public _ occupied ---X... ag,lcl,llll,lre _ ml,lseUrh 
_ bullding(l) ---X... p,iv.,e ....1. unoccup;~ _ comme,ci.1 _park 
_"ruc'ure _bo'h _ wOrk in p'og,ell _ educa'ionll _ p,ivlte ,elldence 
...1.- Il'e Public ACClluisltion Acc.Islbl. _ en'ertlinmenl _,.Iiglol,ll 
_ob/ec' --!. in p'ocess ....x.. yel: ,el"ic,ed _ gove,nmenl _ Icienlilic 

_ being conlidered _ yel: un'.I"ic'@d _ Indul',II' _ "lnlporUtion 
_no _ mililary _Olher: 

4. Owner of Property 

nlme James P. Brennan 

IlrHl1 number 707 Philadelphia Pike 

cily.lown loIilmington 

5. Location of Legal Description
 

COurthoule, 'egillry 0' oHdl. etc. Ne\ol Castle _Cou~.:: RecCJrde~_~Deed~ .._._ 

II'HI & number City - County Building, 800 French Street 

\"ilmingtoncl'y.,own	 sflle 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
 
Phase I b II Archaeological Excavations 

till. of th e Rou t e 896 Corridor hiS Ihis p,operty be'en O@le,mlned eligible'? _ yes -L ''0 

O.fe 1986 ~ Il.'e _ counly _ loC.1 

O@p(l$itClry 'or survey records	 Dela\olare Bureau of Archae0lo~v an~ Dela~are Dept. of Trans. 
HlstorlC Preservatlon eRSt ~-102S~ Dover, DE 
Dover, DEcny.lown	 It.lll~ 
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7. Description
 

c.Mfthan Cheell ..... Cttecll one 
_ ellCelle"l _ cMteriorel.cl _. "ne"erecj ~_. orit1nel .IIe 

_ moved clale _....!.pod _rulM _."efWd_,.1, ...Lune.poMd 

DeMIt.. ,he .........., eMI .....Ine. eN k_-t phpIc.' .....rence 
The Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site .2 (7NC-F-64) was 

identified as a result of a Phase I field reconnaissance survey, 
with additional data gathered during an intensive Phase II 
test excavation of the site. Site survey and testing were 
carried out for the Delaware Department of Transportation to 
fulfill obligations under Section 106 of the National Hiator ic 
Preservation Act to evaluate signifieant, or potentially 
significant, cultural resources as defined by the National 
Register of Historic Places (36CFR 60) and also the effects of 
the proposed relocation of Delaware Route 896 on those cultural 
resources. The site is located in Pencader Bundred, New Castle 
County, Delaware (Figure 1) on the west side of Delaware Route 
896, 2,800 feet south of Denny Road (Road 396) and 1,000 feet 
north of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal (Plate 1). 

The site dimensions of approximately 120 X 120 feet were 
defined by horizontal limits of historic material observed on the 
plowed surface. Excavation of a Phase II shovel test pit grid at 
twenty foot intervals revealed highest densities for all 
cultural material to the southeast. sUbsequent excavation of 3 X 
3 foot test units at 10 foot intervals in,this area uncovered 
post hole and post mold features and a brick house foundation 
with associated builders trench at the plowzone-subsoil interface 
(figure 2). 

Additional features around the structure included two pairs 
of post molds and post holes at the northwestern corner of the 
foundation (features 4 and 5) and a post mold and post hole 
(Feature 1) and post mold (Feature 6) ten feet west of the 
foundation in test unit N25EIOO. Contents of Feature 1 
fill included small amounts of whiteware, window glass, cut 
nails, mortar and bone. Feature 6 fill produced whitware, 
redware, brick, and mortar fragments. Both features are 
interpreted as evidence of structural posts, probably supporting 
a porch roof adjoining the west wall of the house. 

Ceramics from Feature 7, a large trash pit, removed in the 2 
x 3 foot excavated section of N60E63 included redware, whiteware, 
ironstone, yellowware, and ·stoneware. Other items recovered 
included kaolin pipe fragments, window and vessel glass, brick, 
cut nails, and bone. 'Table 1 briefly summarizes the description, 
interpretation and provenience of all features encountered during 
Phase I and II investigations of the Site. 

As ex pe c ted, Ph as e I I t est i n"9 0 f the sit e y i e 1 d ed his tor i c 
material reflecting domestic occupation of the site (Plate 2 and 
3). Ceramics recovered are dominated by whi tewares, redwares and 
ironstone, with minority amounts of creamwares, pearlwares, 
yellowWEres, stonewares and porcelain (Plate 2). Among 
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TABLE 1 

PEATURES ENCOUNTERED IN PHASE I AND II INVESTIGATIONS OF 
THE JACOB B. CAZIER TENANCY SITE 12 (7NC-P-64) 

(Descriptions are plan view, ezcept where noted) 

Pea.' Provo 

1	 N25EIOO 

2	 N30EIIO 
N20EIIO 

3 N25EIOO 

4 N30EIIO 

5 N30EIIO 

6 N25EIOO 

7	 N60E60 

Key 

Description 

Square stain containing lighter 
circular discoloration; cross­
sectioning revealed feature 
extends 1.55 feet below plowzone. 

Linear stain adjacentto 
exterior of foundation; cross­
sectioning revealed feature tapers 
downward to base of foundation, 
1.7 feet below plowzone. 

Small dark stain incompletely 
exposed in north wall of unit; 
subcircular in plan and profile. 

Square stain containing lighter 
circular discoloration west 
of foundation. 

Square stain containing darker 
square discoloration adjacent to 
northwest corner of foundationo 

Small circular stain west of 
foundation; cross-sectioning 
revealed its extension 1.2 feet 
below plowzone. 

Large, irregular dark stain, 
variably overlain by redeposited 
subsoil; Limits of feature extend 
beyond 6x6 foot area of plowzone 
stripping. Cross-sectioning in 
N60E63 exposed base of feature 
at 1.5 feet below plowzone. 

Provo - Provience N - North
 
Fea. - Feature E - East
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Interpretation 

Post Mold/
 
Post Hole
 

Builder's 
Trench 

Rodent 
Burrow 

Post	 Mold/ 
Post	 Hole 

Post	 Mold/ 
Post	 Hole 

Post	 Mold 

Trash Pit 
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architectural materials, nails of the cut variety were recovered 
almost exclusively. Such materials agree well with an occupation 
span indicated by background research from the mid-late 
nineteenth to early twentieth centuries. . 

To summarize, Phase II field study of the site revealed the 
presence of an intact house foundation and associated features 
below the plowzone. Datable cultural materials suggest an 
occupation from the mid-nineteeth into the early twentieth 
centuries, corroborating backround research which indicated that 
the structure had been demolished in the early 1900·s. These 
findings agree with reports of local informants that the site 
functioned as a tenant residence for a retainer of Jacob B. 
Cazier in the mid-late nineteenth and very early twentieth 
centuries. 
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8. Significance
 

".,'od " ......f .'."H'c."c--Checll oM Juatlfy be'ow 
_ prehi.torlc _ .rcMology·prehi.toric _ community p1.nning _ "net.c.pe .rchllecture _ religion 
_'.00-,." -L. .rcheO!Oty·hlatori(; _ COftMfV.tlon _'.w _ eclenee 
_1~1st9 _ agriculture _ economic. _ 'lter.ture _ eculpture 
_1100-1619 _ .rchltecture _ Muc.tlon _ mlllt.ry _ .cM:,,11 
_ 1700-17119 _.rt _ engineering _ music _ humonlt.r"n 
-L. 1too-1 IV9 _ commerce _ e.ptoratlonlHnlement _ philosophy _ ....ter 
~ 1100- _ communlc.tlons _ Incluatry _ pollticalgovernment _ trMaporUtlon 

_ invention _ other (apeclfy) 

Specific dot•• 

The Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site .2 (7NC-F-64) is 
significant because it is likely to contribute data important to 
the understanding of the history of the local area and 
surrounding region (criterion °DO). 

The tenant structure is illu8tratedon only one map source, 
the 1906 USGS Wilmington Quadrangle Topographic sheet, which 
depicts its location immediately north of the driveway entrance 
to Mount Vernon Place (N-141), the mid-nineteenth to early
twentieth century residence of gentleman farmer Jacob B. Cazier. 
Cazier's ancestors had lived in this vicinity since 1714 when his 
great-great grandfather Matthew Van Bibber purchased a portion of 
St Augustine Manor. Mount Vernon Place, however, was built by 
Cazier himself in 1859 when he -retired from the practical work. 
of farmingO at the age of 26 (Scharf 1888:949). 

Jacob B. Cazier lived at Mount Vernon Place until his death 
in 1918. Following his wife's death in 1921, the Mount Vernon 
Place ownership was transferred to George L. Townsend. The 
tenant structure was demolished shortly thereafter, as aerial 
photos of the vicinity in 1937 show no evidence of it. 

Two local residents of the area with an interest in local 
history have provided information that the tenant house was the 
residence of a black. man who served as a retainer for Jacob B. 
Cazier from the late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries. 
Mr. Ronald Ogden reported in particular that the man's name was 
Stevenson, and that he maintained horses and carriages for Mr. 
Cazier. 

The site was occupied for approximately 50 years, perhaps by 
one tenant family. It is significant for two reasons. First, it 
can yield data for comparison with other nineteenth century 
excavated tenant sites in the region r from urban as well as 
agricultural contexts r such as the Robert Ferguson House Site 
(Coleman et ale 1983), the Boward-McHenry Tenancy (Hurry and 
Kavanaugh 1983), the late nineteenth century occupation of the 
Hawthorn Site (Coleman et a1. 1984), and the of Block 1191 
investigations in Wilmington (Beidleman, Catts r and Custer 1985). 
Perhaps more significantly, however, it prOVides an unusual 
opportunity to study spatial patterns and material culture 
processes of a black household in Delaware in the nineteenth 
century. This topic has been studied elsewhere in the eastern 
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United States, from plantation sites and status differences in 
the southeast (Fairbanks 1984: Otto 1980, 1984) to small black 
community studies in the northeast (Schuyler 1974, 1980: Deetz 
1977: Baker 1978, 1980; Geismar 1980). In Delaware however, with 
the exception of a" recent study of the Fork Branch/DuPont Station 
community in Kent County (Heite and 8eite 1985), the 
investigation of black sites has received no attention. The 
value of investigating these types of sites sterns from the belief 
that ethnic or racial differences may be apparent in a site's 
mater ia1 remains. In particu1er, Baker (l980:29) suggests that 
"domestic sites of know black occupancy will reveal patterns of 
material culture distinctive of Afro-American behavior." Whether 
the patterns perceived are true1y the results of a sites's ethnic 
affiliations or evidence of socio-economic status has been 
recenty questioned (Kelly and Kelly 1980), but only through the 
archaeological examination of known black-occupied sites can this 
question be resolved. The Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site #2 can 
therefore yield a data base for examining issues of ethnicity not 
previously addressed in northern Delaware. 
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9. Major" Bibliographical References
 

See Attachment 

10. Geographical Data
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The boundar ies of the Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Si te 12, 
located on the western side of Route 896, were determined by the 
horizontal limits of historic material observed on the plowed 
surface and natural features. The eastern boundary of the site 
is defined by Route 896 and measures 120 feet from points B to C 
(Figure 2). The southern limit is defined by the driveway to the 
Mount Vernon Place and measures 120 feet from points C to D. The 
western and northern limits are defined by the extent of 
artifacts (120 feet from points D to A and 120 feet from points A 
to B). 
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FIGURE 1
 

Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site #2
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FIGURE 2
 

Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site #2 (7NC-F-64), Phase I and II Investigations
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Name: Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site '2 

Location: West of Delaware Route 896, 2800 feet south of Denny 
Road. 

Photographer: Scott C. Watson 

Date: May 1, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description: View is looking east from Phase II Investigations 
Site Datum, NOEO. The driveway entrance to Mount 
Vernon Place (N-14l) is to the right (south). 
Delaware Route 896 is in the background, with the 
site area in the center of the photograph. Shrub 
in foreground to left of center stands at N30E130, 
at eastern limit of the site, near northeastern 
corner of the buried tenant house foundation. 

Photograph: 1 of 3 
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SEE PLATE 4 - PAGE 79
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Rame: Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site 12 

Photographer: Cheryl Trivelli 

Date: April 30, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Ceramics Recovered in Phase 1/11 Investigations. 
Top Row (left to right): 
Whiteware with transfer-printed makers mark (C.N. 
85/57/33), glazed redware (C.N. 85/57/8). whiteware 
with handpainted and sponge decoration (C.N. 
85/57/33). 

Middle Row (left to right): 
Porcelain doll's head fragment (C.N. 85/57/36),
 
Rockinghamware (C.N. 85/57/33), whiteware with
 
sponge decoration (C.N. 85/57/33).
 

Bottom Row (left to right):
 
Porcelain figurine piece (C.N. 85/57/5),
 
porcelain doll's arm fragment (C.N. 85/57/36),
 
clay pipe bowl fragment (C.N. 85/57/8), clay
 
pipe stern fragment (C.N. 85/57/35), glazed
 
stoneware (C.N. 85/57/23).
 

Photograph: 2	 of 3 
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Kame: Jacob B. Cazier Tenancy Site 12 

Photographer: Cheryl Trive11i 

Date: April 30, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Miscellaneous Artifacts Recovered in Phase I/II 
Investigations. 
Top Row (left to right): 
Metal spike (C.N. 85/57/36), glass bottle neck 
(C.N. 85/57/15), metal name plate (C.N. 85/57/17), 
glass bottle neck (C.N. 85/57/33), metal hose 
support - 2 pieces (C.N. 85/57/25). 

Bottom Row:
 
Metal leaf decoration (C.N. 85/57/25), comb (C.N.
 
85/57/25), metal belt buckle (C.N. 85/57/24).
 

Photograph: 3 of 3 
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1. Name 

hl.torlc 

Indlorcommon Brennan Site II. Area A, (7NC-F-61) 

2. Location 

.t,..1 & number Delaware Route 896 (SUDlllit Bridge Road) _ not tor publlcltlon 

city, town Glasgow --!- vicinity of 

Delaware 10 New Castle cOde 002.tlte cOde counly 

3. Classification
 
Clt.gory Own.rship Status P.....nt Use 
_ dillr;cI 
_ bullding(sj 

_public
L prlnle 

_ occupied 
--.1L unoccupied 
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_ commercia' 

_museum 
_park 

_ IIruClure _bolh _ work in progress _ educational _ privlte relidence 
.....x.... IIIe Pubtlc ACquisition ACC.sllble _ entertllinment _ religious 
_ objecI _ in process ~ yes: reslricted _governmenl _ scientific 

_ being considered _ yel: unrellricled _ Indullrial _ Irlnlportlltlon 
_no _ mililary _other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name James P. Brennan 

IIreet & number 707 Philadelphia Pike 

city.lown Wilmington _ vicinity of Itate Delaware 19809 

5. Location of Legal Description
 

courthou.e. reglltry of deedl. etc. New Castle County Recorder of Deeds 

Ilreet & number City - County Building, 800 French Street 

City, town Wilmington state Delaware 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
 
Phase I & II Archaeological Excavations 

tllie of Route 896 Corridor has this property ~en determined eligible? _ \'es ~ no 

date 1986 federal ...!... Itate _ county _ loca' 

depository for lurvey records Delaware Bureau of Archaeologv Delaware Dept, of Transportation 
and Historic Pteselvaciod l'ovei, 1:'[ 

Clty.lown Dover, DE CRSI! N-10290 stale 
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7. Description
 

CCNNf't'Oft __aceMent Ch.ck on. Check .... 
_ deteriorated _UNlteted .x...... origlna' lIte-X. good _ru'nl _ .Iterect _ moved date __'.Ir -X.. uneapoNd 

DeacriM .he pre..... 8ft4 erie..... Cft known' ph,"c:al .......rence
 

The Brennan Site .1 was identified as a result of Phase I 
field reconnaissance survey. Additional data were gathered during 
Phase II controlled surface collection and intensive test 
excavations. Site survey and testing were conducted for the 
Delaware Department of Transportation to fulfill obligations 
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act to 
evaluate significant, or potentially significant, cultural 
resources as defined by the National Register of Historic Places 
(36CFR 60) and also the effects of the proposed relocation of 
Delaware Route 896 on those cultural resources. The site is 
located in Pencader Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware on the 
west side of Delaware Route 896, 1000 feet north of Denny Road 
(Figure 1 and Plate 1). 

The environmental setting of the site is a gentle, south­
facing slope in a plowed field, overlooking a stream head which 
drains in a southeasterly direction. The site consists of two 
distinct occupation areas. Area -Aft, the significant component, 
consists of a large scatter of jasper debitage and tools 
distributed over roughly 10,000· square meters. Area -aft is a 
smaller scatter of cobble quartz and gray chert situated to the 
southwest and spatially discrete from Area ftA" (Figure 2). Both 
locations have yielded Woodland I diagnostic projectily points 
but clearly constitute separate occupations. 

A total of 84 ten by ten meter units were surface collected 
in area "A"; 67 produced prehistoric material. This consisted 
primarily of jasper debitage, some of it quite large, and also 
inCluding three blocky cores (Plate 2), one unifacial tool, and 
two stemmed Woodland I Period projectile points (Plate 3). 

Mapping of artifact densities from the controlled surface 
collection of the jasper scatter, Area -Aft, revealed two 
concentrations centered at S5W30 and SlOw60 (Figure 2). Roughly 
half of the eastern concentration is within the ROW. Subsurface 
testing was conducted on this eastern concentration to determine· 
stratigraphic context and test for potential subsurface features. 

Test units derived substantial amounts of prehistoric
material from the plowzone, with density patterns replicating 
those of surface-collected materials (Figures 3 and 4). No 
features were encountered below the plowzone. Excavation of 
underlying subsoils by five centimeter levels produced additional 
artifacts in eleven units. In nine unites, these materials were 
present within 5-10 centimeters of the plowzone-subsoil 
interface. 

In two units at the center of the eastern concentration, 
however, sustantial amounts of prehistoric material were 
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encountered in subsoils underlying the plowzone. The debitage 
was recovered to depths of 40 centimeters below surface from 
units S7W27 and S9W32. Excavation of an adjoining unit to the 
south of each of these produced similar results. The sandy clay 
and gravel deposit encountered in S9W32 and SlOW32 presumably 
derives from Columbia Formation deposits, which are terminal 
Pleistocene or early Holocene in age. Prehsitoric artifacts 
associated with this stratum may therefore predate the Woodland I 
period material from the plowzone. 

To summar ize, controlled surface collection on Area "A" of 
the Brennan Site #1 and test excavations on its eastern 
concentration yielded approximately 1150 prehistoric artifacts. 
Diagnostics include stemmed projectile points from plowzone 
deposits. Cultural material from the plowzone is interpreted as 
Woodland I in age, representing perhaps one or two episodes of 
intensive secondary reduction of jasper raw material derived from 
the Delaware Chalcedony Complex source, including Iron and 
Chestnut hills (Custer and Galasso 1980) located Smiles to the 
north. Excavation of sUb-plowzone soils on the eastern 
concentration yielded 105 jasper artifacts. Seventy-three 
specimens derive from the units S9W32, SlOW32, S7W27, and S8W27 
constituting a central core a·rea with artifacts present in 
quantity below the plowzone. 
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8. Significance 

..x..... prehistoric ~ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _ religion 
_1400-1499 _ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ 1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 _ architecture _ education _ military _ sociall 
_ 1700-.1799 _art _ engineering _ musIc _ humanitarian 
_1800-1899 _commerce _ ellploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_1900­ _ communications _ Industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ Invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dete. Builder/Architect 

Period 

Stetement of Signlficence (in one paragraph) 

Area wA w of the Brennan Site '1 is considered eligible to 
the National Register under Criterion wDn• This eastern sector of 
the site functioned as a specialized station for the secondary 
reduction of Delaware Chalcedony Complex jaspers and thus fits 
the procurement site category for the Woodland I Period of Custer 
(1983). It is significant for two reasons. First, the existence 
of buried artifacts observed in the core of the eastern 
concentration of Area WAn is rarely encountered on sites located 
in plowed settings on the Mid-Peninsular Drainage Divide. Second, 
it constitutes an opportunity to study the procurement and 
processing of Delaware Chalcedony Complex jasper. Archaeological 
analysis of prehistoric lithic source exploitation typically 
bears a heavy focus on the lithic source itself. Brennan Site 41 
lies five miles south of Iron and Chestnut Hills, presumed source 
of the jasper. Discovery of a major secondary reduction station 
at this distance from the source was unexpected. Thus the site 
will not only yield data for the study of prehistoric jasper 
procurement and processing, but also forces a consideration of 
how this resource was treated away from the locus at which it was 
derived. 
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The Brennan Site 11, Area RAn, boundaries are defined by the 
extent of prehistoric artifacts and natural features (Figure 2). 
The artifacts were distributed over approximately 10,000 square 
meters in a 110 m x 110 m area with all but the eastern boundary, 
Route 896, being ~efined by the extent of prehistoric artifacts. 
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Brennan Site :#: 1 Areas "A" and "B"
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FIGURE 2 

Brennan Site =#: 1, Phase II Controlled Surface Collection, 
Jasper Scatter, (Area "An) 
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FIGURE 3 

Brennan Site :#: 1 Phase II Testing of Eastern Jasper Scatter, Area "A", 

Plowzone Artifact Frequencies 
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FIGURE 4
 

Brennan Site :# 1 Phase II Testing of Eastern Jasper Scatter, Area 'nAn,
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Hame: Brennan Site 11 

Location:	 Immediately west of Delaware Route 896, 1000 feet 
north of Denny Road. 

Photographer: Jonathan C. Lothrop. 

Date: December 9, 1985 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation
P.O. Box 778 
Dover, DE 19903 

Descr iption: Phas e I I s ubsu r f ac e test ing of east e rn j aspe r 
concentration in Area "A", looking southwest. 
Photograph taken northeast of Area "A", at N30EO. 
Transit at left is located at NOWIO. Trees and 
ground cover surrounding southeast-draining stream 
head are visible in background; Area "B" of the 
site is located intermediate between the stream 
head and excavations, to the right. 

photograph: 1 of 3 
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SEE PLATE 5 - PAGE 85
 

258
 



Name: Brennan Site II 

Photographer: Cheryl Trivelli 

Date: May 1, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Jasper cores recovered in Phase 1/11 Investigation 
of Area "A". 

Left: Jasper biface core, S2lW37, Phase I Surface 
Collection. 

Middle: Jasper biface core, S20W70, Phase II 
Controlled Surface Collection. 

Right: Jasper core with vein cortex, S70W40, Phase 
II Controlled Surface Collection. 

Photograph: 2 of 3 
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SEE PLATE 6 - PAGE 88
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Name: Brennan Site 11 

Photographer: Cheryl Trivelli 

Date: May 1, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description: Artifacts from Phase 1/11 Investigations of Area 
"An.
 
Clockwise from Left:
 
Stemmed quartz point, S20W80, Phase II controlled
 
surface collection; stemmed jasper point base,
 
S86W66, Phase I surface collection; late stage
 
jasper point preform, S26W48, Phase I surface
 
collection; jasper point preform, NOW30, Phase II
 
controlled surface collection; jasper uniface,
 
S30W20, Phase II controlled surface collection.
 

Photograph: 3 of 3 
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SEE PLATE 7 - PAGE 89
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atreet • number Delaware Route 896 not for publication 

city. town Glasgow ...JL Ylclnlty 01 

alaIe Delaware code 10 counly New Castle code 002 

3. Classification 
Cate90ry Owner.hip Statu. p,.••nt U.e 
_diatricI _public _occupied -X. agriculture _museum 
_ bulldlng(l) -X. private -X. unoccuplect _ commercia' _park 
_ atructure _both _ work in progress _ educatlona' _ privale realdence 
L.alte 
_objecI 

Pu.,lIc Acqul.ltlon 
J In process 

Acc•••I"'e 
-X. yel: reltrlcted 

_ enlertalnment 
__ government 

_ religioul 
_ .clentlfic 

_ being conlidered _ yel: unreltrlCled __ Induatrlal _ tranlportJltion 
_no _ military _ olher: 

Owner of Property4. 
name E. I. duPont de Nemours and Company 

Itreel • number c/o w. G. Edmonds, Legal Department 

clly.lown Wilmington _ vicinilyol . alale DE 

5. Location of Legal Description
 
New Castle County Recorder of Deeds 

Itreet & number City - County Building, 800 French Street 

city. town Wilmington Itate DE 

courthoule, regialry 01 deedl. elc. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Phase I & II Archaeological Excavations 

tltle of the Route 896 Corridor has this property been delermined eligible,? yes -A- no 

date 1986 federal X Itale _ county _ local 
Delaware Bureau of Archaeology Delaware Dept. of lransportation 

depolitory 'or lurvey records of Historic Preserva t ion CRSfl N-I0900 Dover, DE 
Dover, DE 

clly. lown slale 
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7. Description
 

Condition Check one Check one 
_.xcellent _ deteriorated _. unaltered _~. original alte 
-X.. Good _ruins _altered _ moved date ­ --------- - ~.---­_fair ..1L unexposed 

Describe lhe ..,..eent and orIglAaI (H known' phrelC811 _..._r-.ce 

The Thomas Williams Site (7NC-D-130) was identified as a 
result of a Phase I field reconnaissance survey. Additional data 
were gathered during Phase II test excavations of the site. Site 
survey and testing were conducted for the Delaware Department of 
Transportation to ful fill obI igations under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act to evaluate the effects of the 
proposed relocation of Delaware Route 896 on significant, or 
potentially significant, cultural resources as defined by the 
National Register of Historic Places (36CFR 60). The site is 
located in Pencader Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware, (Figure 
I), on the east side of Delaware Route 896, 1400 feet north of 
Route 40 and 350 feet east of Route 896 (Plate 1). 

The Thomas Williams Site was discovered during Phase I 
surface reconnaissance of the proposed Route 896 right-of-way. 
Areal limits of historic material observed on the plowed surface 
indicated site dimensions of 120 X 150 feet. Excavation of a 
shovel test pit grid at 20 foot intervals revealed highest 
densities for cultural material to the north. Subsequent 
excavation of 3 X 3 foot test units in this area uncovered an 
intact fieldstone house foundation and associated cultural 
features below the plowzone (Figure 2). 

Remains of a east-west fence 1 ine along the northern 
boundary of the site, at the edge of the bluff above the farm 
lane during the historic occupation, are indicated by a post mold 
in unit N5W60 (Feature 3) (Figure 57), and a buried post remnant 
in unit N5W70 (Feature 10). Presence of both a post mold feature 
and an intact, buried post remnant suggests maintence of the 
fence-line over a period of time. 

Historic trash pit features were observed in units N5W50 
(Feature 9), S5W60 (Feature 8), S15W20 (Feature 2), and S25W20 
(Feature 1). Feature 9 was roughly circular in plan view, and 
sectioning revealed a basin-shaped profile. Screening of the 
dark-brown sandy silt fill yielded redware, whiteware, pearlware, 
ironstone, and yellowware, as well as window, bottle glass and 
br ick fragments. 

Excavation of test units S2lW54 and S24W60 around this shovel 
test revealed north and west walls of a fieldstone house 
foundation below the plowzone with white-wash adhering to wall 
interiors. Adjacent to the north foundation wall, test unit 
S19W60 uncovered a small, dark brown circular stain interpreted 
as a postmold related to the residential structure. 

Historic remains produced by Phase II testing included large 
amounts of bone, brick and brick plaster, coal, green, blue and 
milk-colored glass, square-cut nails, kaolin pipe fragments, gray 
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salt-glazed stoneware, transitional pearlware/whit~ware, 
porcelain, annular wares, redwares (including some slip-trailed 
specimens), and both plain and transfer-printed whiteware (Plates 
2, 3, and 4). Of the ceramic whitewares, redwares and 
pearlwares were the dominant types (Plate 2). These artifacts 
agree with archival sources in indicating a domestic occupation 
of the site from the second quarter of the nineteenth century 
into the early twentieth century. Phase II testing reveals that 
despite plowing, the house foundation and numerous associated 
cultural features are present in underlying subsoils. 
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8. Significance .
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The Thomas Williams Site (7NC-D-130) is significant because 
it is likely to contribute data important to the understanding of 
the history of the local area and surrounding region (criterion
-D-). 

The earliest documentary evidence for the site is contained 
in the Orphans Court Record for settlement of the Samuel B. Black 
estate in 1835 (Tab 1 e 1). Lot'l, containing -the house and lot 
situated at the north end of Glasgow· was assigned to one of the 
dece~sed's sons, Charles B. Black. At this time, the house was 
probably occupied by a tenant. After several conveyances, the 
property was purchased with an additional lot containing the 
adjacent farm lane by Thomas Williams, -stone mason and 
plasterer· in 1846. William's property in the 1852-53 tax rolls 
of the Hundred was assessed at $650.00. Beers ~~ ~ ~encader 
Hundred (1868) depicts the structure under -Mrs. williams,· widow 
of Thomas. 

The property was conveyed in 1875 to Sydney J. Stump by the 
heirs of Thomas Williams. Stump and his wife, Laura Brown, 
occupied this residence until his death in 1922. In that same 
year, Mrs. Stump sold both parcels to John Wirt Willis. Shortly
thereafter the house structure was demolished, as it does not 
appear in a 1937 aerial photograph of the location. 

One local resident, Mr. Charles Thompson of Glasgow,
recalled that when he was a small boy in the early 1900's, the 
residence had been occupied by an elderly black couple. This 
would have been either Sidney and Laura Stump, or a tenant of 
John Willis, if he had not immediately demolished the structure 
after aquiring the property. 

Although probably constructed to serve as a tenant 
structure, the house appears to have been the independently-owned 
residence of the tradesman Thomas Williams and family. It is 
significant because it can yield archaeological data on the 
domestic life of an independent, lower-class property owner who 
was not directly involved in the agricultural industry which 
dominated rural nineteenth century economics in Delaware. The 
site provides an unusual contrast to the existing archaeological 
record for the period, which is similarly dominated by lower 
class tenant and wealthy landowner agricultural sites. It may 
also have been the residence of a black couple in the early 
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1900's and thus can provide an unusual opportunity to study the 
spatial patterns and material culture processes of a black 
household in Delaware in the early twentieth century. This topic 
has been studied elsewhere in the eastern United States, from 
plantation sites and status differences in the southeast 
(Fairbanks 1984; Otto 1980, 1984) to small black community 
studies in the northeast (Schuyler 1974, 1980; Deetz 1977; Baker 
1978, 1980; Geismar 1980). In Delaware however, with the 

TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF DEED TRANSACTIONS POR THE 
THOMAS WILLIAMS HOOSE SITE (7ND-D-130A) 

TRANSACTION DOC. REF. DATE ACRES 

S.E. Black dies intestate. (OCR)P-362 2-25-1835 1 Ac.
 
Lot i 1 assigned to
 
son, Charles H. Black.
 

Charles H. Black M.D., and (D)N-5-456 3-23-1844 1 Ac. 
Ann R. Black to David Ball. 

David and Margaret Ball (D) unknown 12-30-1845 1 Ac. 
to Cantwell Clark. 

Cantwell and Elizabeth B. (D)V-5-449 8-24-1846 1.5 Ac. 
Clark to Thomas williams. 

Andrew J. Williams~ ~, 

heirs of Thomas Williams, 
inherit property. 

Andrew J. Williams et ale (D)G-11-197 10-18-1875 1.5 Ac. 
to Sidney J. Stump 

Sidney Stump dies, (WR)R-4-178 Feb. 1922 1.5 Ac. 
Devises property to 
wife Laura Brown Stump 

Laura Brown Stump to (D)W-30-522 3-31-1922 1.5 Ac. 
John Wirt Willis 

Ac. = Acreage 
(D) = New Castle County Deed Record
 
(OCR) = New Castle County Orphans Court Record
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exception of a recent study of the Fork Branch/DuPont Station 
community in Kent County (Heite and Heite 1985), the 
investigation of black sites has received no attention. The 
value of investigating these types of sites sterns from the belief 
that ethnic or racial differences may be apparent in a site's 
material remains. In particuler, Baker (1980:29) suggests that 
-domestic sites of know black occupancy will reveal patterns of 
material culture distinctive of Afro-American behavior." Whether 
the patterns perceived are truely the results of a sites's ethnic 
affiliations or evidence of socio-economic status has been 
recenty questioned (Kelly and Kelly 1980), but only through the 
archaeological examination of known black-occupied sites can this 
question be resolved. The Thomas Williams Site can therefore 
yield a data base for examining issues of ethnicity not 
previously addressed in northern Delaware. 
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The boundaries of the Thomas Williams Site, located on the 
eastern side of Route 896, were determined by the distribution of 
recovered nineteenth century artifacts and natural features. The 
northern boundary of the site is formed by a gravel access road 
to the farm and measures 120 feet from Points A to B (Figure 2). 
The eastern boundary defined by the extent of buried artifacts 
measures 150 feet from points B to C. The southern and western 
boundary are also defined by the extent of buried artifacts (120 
feet from points C to D and 150 feet from points D to A). 
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FIGURE 1
 

Thomas Williams Site, Area "A" "B" & "CIt
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FIGURE 2
 

Thomas Williams Site, Area "A", Historic Component,
 

Phase I and II Investigations
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Name: Thomas Williams Site 

Location: North of Glasgow, 350 feet east of Delaware Route 896 
and 200 feet south of Muddy Run. 

Photographer: Jonathan C. Lothrop 

Date: January 7, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description: Phase II Investigations on the house foundation, 
Area "A", in the vicinity of S20W60, lqoking south. 
Photograph taken at the northern limit of Area "A" 
at NIOW70j the pair of black walnut trees in the' 
background mark the southern limit of Area "A" at 
approximately S160. 

Photograph: 1 of 4 
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SEE PLATE 8 - PAGE 124
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Name: Thomas	 Williams Site 

Photographer: Cheryl Trivelli 

Date: April 30, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Ceramics Recovered in Phase II Investigations. 
Top Row (left to right): 
Slip-decorated redware (C.N. 86/2/76), elaborate 
shell-edge pearlware (C.N. 86/2/69), annular 
whi teware (C.N. 86/2/60). 

Middle Row (left to right):
 
"Flow blue" whiteware (C.N. 86/2/69), maker's mark
 
whiteware (C.N. 86/2/96), sponge decorated
 
whiteware (C.N. 86/2/11), transfer-printed
 
whiteware (C.N. 86/2/60).
 

Bottom Row (left to right):
 
Porcelain doll's.leg (C.N. 86/2/69), white clay
 
pipe and bowl fragments (C.N. 86/2/78), stoneware
 
pipe bowl fragment (C.N. 86/2/6).
 

Photograph: 2	 of 4 
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SEE PLATE 10 - PAGE 146
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Hame: Thomas	 Williams Site 

Photographer: Cheryl Trive11i 

Date: April 30, 1986 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Glass Artifacts Recovered in Phase II 
Investigations. 
Left to Right: 
Shoulder and neck of amber beer or soda bottle, 
embossed " ••• YK WANPOLE & CO PHILDA" (C.N. 86/2/ 
32), milk glass mason jar lid liner fragment (C.N. 
86/2/10), clear extract or pharmaceutical bottle 
(C.N. 86/2/60). 

Photograph: 3 of 4 
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SEE PLATE 9 - PAGE 145
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Name: Thomas	 Williams Site 

Photographer: Cheryl Trivelli 

Date: April 30, 1986 

Location of Negatives: Delaware Dept. of Transportation 
P.O. Box 778 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description:	 Miscellaneous Artifacts Recovered in Phase II 
Investigations. 
Top Row (left to right): 
Iron buckle (C.N. 86/2/25), spoon bowl fragment 
(C.N. 95/2/78), both parts of "Hose supporter" 
devices, with patent date 1895 (C.N. 86/2/30). 

Bottom Row (left to right): 
Mother-of-pear 1 button (C.N. 86/2/27), brass 
thimble (C.N. 86/2/26), 1913 Indian-head nickle 
(C.N. 86/2/28). 

Photograph: 4 of 4 
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SEE PLATE 11 - PAGE 147
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